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Careful What You Cut

Issue Advocacy Campaign

At the end of President Obama's second term, the President’s National
Commission on Fiscal Responsibility was threatening $60 billion in
Medicare cuts over the next 10 years — these are the very funds that were
supporting medical schools and residency programs nationwide at a time
when millions of new patients were about to flood the health care market.

Campaign Coverage
Nationwide

Enter the Association of American Medical Colleges, a not-for-profit
association representing all 138 accredited U.S. and 17 accredited
Canadian medical schools, plus nearly 400 major teaching hospitals and
health systems. For years Medicare funds have been allotted to AAMC
teaching programs, yet few on Capitol Hill had ever even heard of AAMC.
We needed to defend against the most immediate danger, Medicare cuts.
We began — as we always do — with research. We conducted focus
groups in Cleveland, Ohio and Richmond, Virginia. Here we learned three
important things:
1. The American people wanted our nation’s medical schools to take the
lead in health care reform discussions.
2. Most people agree that funding for doctor training and medical
programs needed to continue, but few were even aware that Medicare
funded medical education and residency programs.
3. The word “Medicare” was, in and of itself, a distraction.
With these research findings in mind, we unveiled our “Careful What You
Cut” print and radio campaign.
“Careful What You Cut” succeeded in preventing the commission's
endorsement by emphasizing the best parts of America’s health — namely
that America boasts the “world’s best doctors and nurses,” plus 24-hour
trauma centers and groundbreaking “new cures and treatments.”
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Careful what you cut
The first 60 minutes after a traumatic injury is when a life is saved, or lost.
Medical schools and teaching hospitals train doctors, nurses, and first
responders to make the right decisions within that critical window. These are
the medical professionals we count on to operate trauma and burn centers in addition
to discovering life-saving cures.
Reducing the deficit is essential. But at a time when our nation faces a critical
shortage of doctors, cutting federal support for doctor training and turning
back the clock on life-saving medical discoveries makes no sense.

America can’t afford cuts that damage the nation’s health.
Preserve funding for doctor training and medical research.

Learn more at aamc.org
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